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Biblical World View

Forced Christian Charity: Government and Welfare

By,

Doug Anderson
President
America Reclaimed
Ministries

President Johnsateclared
war on poverty in 1964. That
ifwar 0 commence
Afcharitabled g
programs including welfare,
Medicaid, and a host of other
flassi stanceodo p
government charity has cost
taxpayers some $15.9 trillion ir
constant 2008allars; more thar
twice the amount we have spe
on all shooting wars, from the
Revolution through Afghanista
combined. At last count, there
were in excess of 70 separate
government programs spread
across at least 13 government
departments and agenci€khe
results in eradicating poverty
have been alar

We have been repeatedly tc
by certain politicians that to
show compassion for the poor,
we must support more
government programs to help 1
poor. We are led to believe th
Afsocial justic
the truly compassionate suppc
governmenprograms for the
poor. Since typically
conservatives are philosophice
opposed to government aid, th
myth arises that liberals are
compassionate and conservati
are heartless.

It is well past time to re
examine the concept of
gover nmetnyt. ofi c h
so, we will find that such a
concept is not Constitutional, i
not charitable, and it certainly i
not Biblical.

Government Charity is Not
Constitutional

Any serious study of our
Constitution reveals a
fundamental, but forgotten trutt
our Constitution was designed
establish federal government
powers that, according to
Federalist Pap
and defined. 0
Congressional domestic authol
was limited to eighteen
enumerated powers set forth ir
Article |, Section 8 which
included the power to regulate
commerce, the power to coin
money, and the power to
establish post offices. The larg
bulk of government powers wel
left to the state governments.

Specifically relating to
government charity or
benevolence, our Foders were
clear that such power was not
provided to the federal
government. James Madison,
known as the Father of the
Constitution, was particularly
adamant about that point. In
1794, he opposed a bill in
Congress to fund assistance tco
French refugeesading:fi |
cannot . . . lay my finger on tha
article of the Constitution whict
granted a right to Congress of
expending, on objects of
benevolence, the money of the
c onst i Thusehe tlidnotd
see such authority in the stand
justifications used way such as
the necessary and proper claus
the commerce clause, or the
general welfare clause.

As to the latter clause he
n ot df €gngrdss can do
whatever in theidiscretioncan
bedone by moneyand will
promote thegeneral welfarethe
Government is no longer a
limited one possessing
enumerated powers, but an
indefinite one subject to
parti cul arForghisc
reason, many bills seeking to
support benevolence in the ear
part of our history were either
opposed in Congress vetoed b

Presidents. Any objective
reading of our Constitution will
not find authority for such
government programs.
Government Charity is Not
Charitable

True compassion is an act o
individual free will motivated by
a voluntary desire to assist
anotherusi ng oneds
resources Government charity i
coerced compassion by
government ediatising other
peopl ed sthroughs o u
compelled taxes and enforced |
fines and imprisonment. In
reference to the compulsive
aspect of government program:
the 19" century French econom
Frederic Bastiateferred to it as
il egalized plu
person has the right to dispens
with their own property for
charitable pur
have the right to dispense with
ot her peopl eds
charitable purposes. To do so
neither charitableor
compassionate.

If | were to go to my neighbc
and, under threat of a gun poin
at his head, command my
neighbor to give his money to ¢
charity of my choice, no one
would call that charitable or
compassionate.

Yet, by filtering the act of fae
through a government program
and enforcing it by government
laws and fines, we sanction wh
is clearly immoral theft and call
Afsocial justic
ficharity. o I n
gui se of fAcomp
only excuse such conduct, we
acually applauditL et 6 s
honest about this: free will acts
to help the poor with our own
money is compassionate;

Continued onnaae 4

AHI story
record a single
precedent in which
nations subject to
moral decay have
not passed into
political and
economic
i Douglas
MacArthur,
Supreme Allied
Commander of
Allied Forces in
the Pacific during
World War II.
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ANo peopl
bound to
acknowledge and
adore the Invisible
Hand which
conducts the
affairs of men
more than the
people of the
United States.
Every step by
which they have
advanced to the
character of an
independent natior
seems to have bee
distinguished by
some token of
providential
agentcy.
President George
Washington,
Inaugural Speech
to Congress, April
30, 1789.

compelled government handouts
to the poor wusi
money is not.

It is easy to claim to be
compassionate when using othel
peopl eds money.
that those who claim to be the
most compassionate and suppor
government programs for the poi
are the | east 7
own moneyMany of us may
recall one notable example from
1997 when Vice President Al G®
and wife Tipper reported adjuste
gross income of $197,000, yet
gave only $353 to charity.

In his 2006 b
Cares, 0 Arthur
households headed by
conservatives gave 30% more ol
average to charity than househol
headedy liberals. Brooks found
that religiously active
conservatives who raise tradition
families are the most generous ir
every measurable area. These
conservatives, who do not accep
the belief that forced governmen
spending is a form of charity,
ensurelhat they give more of thei
own money to such causes.

That study was consistent wil
a study conducted by Google the
found an even greater disparity:
average annual contributions by
conservatives were almost doubl
those of liberals. Thus it is easi
to be Acharitat
to giving other
away through government
programs, yet when it comes to
true charity using your own
money, there wsa
compassion.

~

ST

The widespread belief that
government programs to assise¢tl
needy are compatible with
Christian principles is in error.
According to Dr. Thomas L.
Johnson, former university
economi cs ggverronerd
welfare is the antithesis of
Christian charity. Government
welfare operates on the premise
force, wherea Christian charity
can only exist where there is

freedom of choicé where there
is an act of tt
Government is not capable of
showing love or compassion; on
people are. Likewise, we canno
use the coercive force of the tax
code to asolve ourselves of our
moral responsibility toward the
needy by getting someone other
than ourselves to pay for it. Tha

is not compassi
out . o
Government Charity is Not
Biblical

There is not a single Biblical
example teaching that governme
should be involved in charity. In
an excellent thesis on this matte
(AChristian Che
Wel fare State,
Beacon, April 14, 2011), Dr. Mar
Hendrickson notes that Chrigses
internal compulsion (conscience
while government uses external
compulsion (physical force);
methods that are diametrically
opposed. Dr. Hendrickson asks
this important questionfi Wh e r
in the Bible is the church of Chrit
instructed to delegates
charitable mission to civil
government, ofr
custody, 0o or st
for Christian beneficence?
Christians may
e x h olt Timd 4:2 others to
increase their charitable
activities, but where in the Bible
it written that we may compel
others to act <«

Supporters of government
charity sometimes cite to the
passage in Mark 10:21 where
Jesus confronts the rich man wh
asks how to obtain eternal life in
Godds kingdom.
by telling im to; fi . .
sell whatsoever thou hast, and
give to the poor, and thou shalt
have treasure i
This scripture provides no basis
for government charity or
government redistribution of
wealth. Jesus merely tells the rir
man whathe consequences will
be if the rich man sells what he
has and gives it to the poor base
on His awareness of this particul
manés i ssue wit
man been struggling with lust,
Jesus may have told him to stop
committing adulterous affairs,

Forced Christian Charty: Government and Welfarécont.)

return to his wife and then he
would have treasure in heaven.
The critical point here though is
that Jesus did not forcefully
impose His will over this man.
The man was free to choose his
own course of action and indeed,
the man chose not to give to the
poa and he was free to leave.
Jesus allowed the man to depart i
peace. Had government charity
been involved,
would have been met by IRS ire,
then fines and possibly even
imprisonment.

Mark Hendrickson makes the
further clarificaton about
Christians who claim that
communism is compatible with
Christianity by citing to Acts 4:32
37 and 5:110 where the Christians
share a common
ascensioni Ther e i s a
di f f e Hendrickson dotes,
fibet ween the ap
arrangement and communism,
which the Christian socialists
overlook. The apostles practiced
communalismnot communism.
Communalism is entirely
consensual. It includes only those
members of the larger community
who voluntarily decide to
participate. The apds| e s 6
communalism was radically
different from socialism, fascism,
or the democratic welfare state, in
which membership is not optional,
but compulsory, and everyone
living within that political
jurisdiction must pay into the
common treasury

Nor isthe parable of the Good
Samaritan in Luke 10:385
supportive of a government role ir
charity. The Samaritan who
assisted the man in need did so
voluntarily using his own money.
Nowhere in that parable was
government involved or
encouraged to be involved

Finally, we should note the
response by Jesus in Luke 12:14
after a man asked that Jesus tell t
manés brother t
inheritance with him. In refusing
the request, Jesus repliéd:
who made me judge or a divider
ov er inohis @count, Jesus
has the chance to encourage wea
redistribution schemes yet he not

Continued on page 5
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Forced Christian Charity: Government and Welfargont.)

only declines to do so, noting He voluntarily and motivated by love
is not justified to make such a  can minister to the entire spectrt
determination, he further of a personéds r
admonishes them about being  of those needs to permanently
covetous. If Jesus is not willing 1 transform a person. Compelled
order the involutary redistributior government charity, that only
of one per sond saddressesthe surface monetary
another, then upon what moral problem and that uses other
authority does governmentseek peopl edés money
do so today? With God, the goal is not just to
Those in need invariably meet a personodc
require more than a government is ultimately to lead them to Chri
handout. They invariably will where their entire life can be
have mental and spiritual needs restored. A bureaucratic hand o
that ae at the root of, or in is a poor substitute for what God
addition to, their physical needs. intended.
Private charity engaged in It is time to end the nonsense

that government charity is
compassionate. We are all
individually responsible for our
own Christian charity. We are not
called to push ofbur
responsibilitie
isociety, o6 and
called to force others to give their
money so we can pat ourselves o
the back and feel that we have
done our job toward the needy.
The Bible makes clear that
compelling othes to do good
deeds is not what pleases God. #
Dr. Johnson so astutely noted,
forced compassion is the antithesi

Did You Know . . .

Many people think that the first Bible printed in America was the one printed by Robert Aitken by
direction of Congress in 1782. While that was the first English language Bible, the first Bible prin{
America was done almost 120 ye&arlier in the native Algonquin Indian language by John Eliot in
166 3. Eli otds devotion to ministry to Amer

There is an amusing story about Pastor Eliot that exemplifies his compassiongoottzd needy.

Since his compassion was so strong, he became well known for giving away a large portion of hig
before he even made it home to his wife. On one occasion, after he was paid his salary, to prote
Eliot from his tendency toige it away on his way home, the church treasurer tied up the coins in a
handkerchief and knotted the ends as hard as he could. On the way home, Eliot made a pastora
poor widow and her children. Again his compassion compelled him to wamneohgit when he tried
to take out some of his money from his pocket, he could not untie the knots. In exasperation at n
able to remove some of his money, rather than keeping it all as his treasurer intended, he chose
the widow the whole hadkerchief containing his entire salary, saying that the baudt have meant he

to have it.

Prayer Focus

Brick AND Mortar o Faith AND Prayer

By
Charlotte Findley
Editor in Chief
American Reclaimed
Ministries

When we look at a building the
is made of some kind of stone we
see that it has mortar holding the
stones together. Any stonemaso
would tell us the stronger the stot
- thestronger the building. The
strength of the stone is important
but the strength of the mortar is jt
as important. If you use an inferi

mortar with a good solid stone yc
still have a weak structure.

The same is true in our Christ
life. If we look at our faith as the
stone and our prayers as the mo
then we would realize that no
matter how strong our faith, if it i
not held together with prayer the
foundation of our lives will not
stand. We must have not only a
strong faith in God but a@reng
prayer life as well. For the strong
our prayers the stronger the
structure we call life. This
principle holds true for a nation a
well.

The men and women that
founded our nation, beginning wi
the Pilgrims, were well aware of
this principle and used this
powerful combination. When the
Pilgrims left England they had fai
that God would guide them to a
land where they could have the
freedom to practice their belief in
God as they saw fit. When they
landed at Plymouth in 1620 the fi
thing they did was pray. The
influence of the Pilgrims practice
prayer and giving thanks to God
was so powerful that it is still witk
us today irthe form of the holiday
of Thanksgiving

Continued on page 6

AfThe goo:
United States)
would never have
come into being
without the
blessing and powel
of Jesus Christ .. . .
Whoever tries to
conceive the
[word] American
without taking full
account of the
suffering and love
and salvation of
Christ is only

dr eamd n¢
Charles Habib
Malik, former

Ambassador to the
United Nations

from Lebanon and
President of the
United Nations

General Assembly

in 1959.
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Al ndepenc
connection with
human destiny
hereafter, the fate
of republican
government is
indissolubly bound
up with the fate of
the Christian
religion, and a
people who reject
its holy faith will
find themselves the
slaves of their own
evil passims and
of arbitrary
p 0 weirLewis
Cass (1782866),
former U.S.
Senator, former
Secretary of State
under President
James Buchanan.

Brick AND Mortar & Faith AND Prayer (cont.)

The principle of mixing
strong faith with much prayer
continued throughout the early
years of our country, even
while under British rule before
it became the nation of the
United States.

This is very evident during
the perilous times leading up tc
the war with Great Britain.
There were years of discourse
with the King of England and
years of uncertainty within the
colonies. It became evident
that the King and the English
Parliamentvere determined to
rule, tax and govern the
colonies as they saw fit without
regard to the desires of the
people living here.

Governors and leaders of th
colonies had been debating
their position with England for
years. In September 1774 a
meeting & the First Continental
Congress was held to decide
fiwhat i s prope
this dangerous crisis of
Amer i ¢ an Darifgfthe i
second day of the legislative
session a messenger burst intc
the congress with the alarming
news thaBritish ships wee
bombardingBoston and that the
colonists at Massachusetts anc
Connecticut were rising in arms
against British soldiers.

Alerted to the perilous
circumstances congress
adjournedput only after

wisely agreeing to open the
next dayods ses:
and Scripture.

The next morning the
Reverend Duche
Episcopalian minister, read the
words of the thirtyfifth Psalm
and then he prayed.

Historiansrelate that everyone
present sensed the voice of
heaven. Patrick Henry, George
Washington and others were
there kneeling in prayer as
Reverend Duche
prayerifias af fecti
sublime, as devout, as | have
ever heard offered up to heaver
It was enough to melt a heart ol
stone. | saw the tears gush intc
the eyes of the old Pacific
Quakers of Phi
recalled John Adams.

Patrick Henry was in that
prayer meeting where Reverenc
D u c lprayeéd. After hearing
this prayer his faith was
energized. The war with Great
Britain began
heard 6round t
Lexington on April 19, 1775.
Patrick Henry knew men were
arming themselves and asked
them to join him at New Castle
and become part of the Hanove
Volunteers. On Mag, 1775,
Henry addressed the volunteers
with thesewords) Th e s a
God whose power divided the
Red Sea for the deliverance of
Israel, still reigns in all His
glory, unchanged and
unchang€Habs$ eadd
is still the enemy of the
oppressive and theiénd of the
oppressed and it is to this God
that we look for protection and
del i v e Thase wads 0
inspired the faith of the men
who then pledged to follow
Henry as their newhglected
captain.

It was a common practice for
our colonial leadersotcall for
times ofprayer. On a number
of occasions there were pldas
not onlyprayer but fasting as

well. In light of the growing
dangers with Great Britain,
Connecticut Governor
Jonathan Trumbull called for
his col onyDayo
of public Fasting and
Prayeréthat Gt
graciously pour out His Holy
Spirit on us, to bring us to a
thorough repentance and
ef fectual ref
He would restore, preserve
and secure the liberties of this
and all the other American
Colonies,and make this land
a mountain of Holiness and
habitation of Righteousness
f or e \n&lune af 1775 the
Continental Congress called
foradayofi Humi | i at
Fasting atafdT Ha
Great Governol
whoAfrequently
minds ¢ men to serve wise
and gracious purposes of His
providential ¢
Even after our victory over
England, the leaders and
people of this nation
continued to seek God for
help. During the drafting of
the Constitution things were
not going well ad the
Convention was falling apart.
Even though Benjamin
Franklin was not affiliated
with any particular
deromination he knew enougt
to make a call for prayer. Mr.
Frankl ilnthissai d,
situation groping in the dark
to find political truth we have
notonce thought of humbly
applying to tl
the beginning of the contest
with Great Britain we had
daily prayer in this room for
Divine protection. Our
prayers were heard and they
were gracious|l
Many of the leaders,
including Gerge Washington,
took time to seek God and
when they came back togethe
it is said the whole atmospher
was different. Then the
miraculous happenedfter
having nearly disintegrated in
disarray only 10 weeks earlier
the Constitutional Convention
delegats completed the most

Continued on page 7
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Brick AND Mortar & Faith AND Prayer (cont.)

well-sustained Constitution any
nation has produced. These mer
had faith that God wanted them t
form a new nation with laws base
on the Word of God but it was no
until they sought God in prayer th
the fighting stopped and harmony
came into the meetings to bring
about the governing document fo
the nation.

It is not possible to understanc
the actions or motives of the lead
patriots in the American Revolutic
and the founding era without takii
into consideration their riglious
faith and Biblical worldview.

Independence, only two, Franklir
and Jeffersorhad no religious
affiliation. And yet even they
accepted a basic Christian world
view.

These men did not consider
themselves famous or significant
They were men with faults, frailti
and some had questionable belie
but one thing they all haid
common was the faith to believe
for and fight for a new nation.
They also had the wisdom to call
upon the Lord in prayer. They
understood the meaning of
Ephesi ans altihe,

To a man, the founding fathers
were men who had been shaped
the morality and theology of the
Bible. Of the fiftysix men who
signed the Declaration of

(on every occasion, in every
seasol in the Spirit, with all
manner of prayer and entreaty. -
that end keep alert and watch wi
strong purpose and

perseveranceeéo
emphasis added)

This practice of combining fait
and prayer started with the peopl
who came to ourtwores looking fo
religious freedom and continued
throughout the conflict with
England, in the forming of our
nation and the early years of our
government but has waned throu
the centuries.

The foundation of our nation h
been shaken. The storasg
founding fathers laid are still in
place but the foundation has
become unsteady because we, a
nation, no longer petition our

Pray atall times (on every
occasion, in every seasorn
the Spirit, with all manner of
prayer and entreaty. To that

end keep alert and watch wit
strong purpose and
persever an
Ephesians 6:18

PM at

Godos

Governor Rick Perry of Texas'h

nation. Theg@

If you cannot attend this hi

and praying for our nation on Aug
5:00 PM wherever you are. The Iea%

Reclaimed Ministries will be joining oUr.prayers with those in Texas and
around the country for our nation.

THE RESPONSE:

A call to prayer for a nation in crisis

Stﬁdi um.

: ~our
\o

.~

4

=

ed for a historic event to take place i
Houston. Saturday, August,'G, 2011 is the date set aside for a time of sole
prayer and fasting for our country. Tae

Rel i ant
beyond our power to selve. Therefo%’, we will ga r a historic
breakthrough for our country and a renewal sense of morﬁo

f or gi v e n eosisons fovthessthte of Texas dnd for the
e for America. It lies in heaven and we will find it on
kneeso. Q

event will be from 600 AM to 5:00

.’ ’
gent you can still particgipd by fasting
6" between th
rship and members of America

As Gover

urpose, askin

hpurs of 6:00 AM and

AThe choi
us is plain: Christ
or chaos,
conviction of
compromise,
discipline or
disintegration. |
am rather tired of
hearing about our
rights and
privileges as
American citizens.
The time is come
it is nowi when
we ought to hear
about the dties
and
responsibilities of
our citizenship.
Americabod
depends upon her
accepting and
demonstrating
Godos
gover nime
Peter Marshall,
former Chaplain of
the U.S. Senate, ol
January 13, 1947.


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Declaration_independence.jpg
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"It is a great deal
easier to do that
which God gives
us to do, no
matter how hard
it is, than to face
the
responsibilities
of not doing it."
James Russell
Miller, USCC
Delegate 1863
1865

American History
Christian Light Artillery, Part 2

By,

Rick Findley
Vice-President
American Reclaimed
Ministries

The Coffee Wagon, AKA the
Christian Light Artillery,may be
an insignificant bit of Civil War
lore to some and certainly it had
little to do with the actual course
of the war or its eventual outcon
Yet today, its present day replic:
provides a tangible witness and
link to a band of volunteers who
did haw a lasting impact on the
lives of thousands of individual
participants of that conflict. It w:
a group that freely rendered
compassionate care to soldier a
civilian alike; both North and
South. Sadly our history books
have too often relegated this
company of volunteers to a
passing comment, or footnote, ¢
in worse case complete
anonymity. While its name may
have remained obscure for thes

past 150 years
is eternal and worthy of
recognition.

It had its roots in the Young
Menbs Chri stian
(YMCA) which was founded in
1844 in England by George
Williams as a Bible study and
prayer group. Williams
established the YMCA as a refu
from and alternative to the sordi
conditions con-
inner city poor that ulted from
the Industrial Revolution.

Likewise, the American
YMCA was established in 1851
Boston by Thomas Sullivan to
counter similar conditions in our
larger cities. It was not quite ter
years old when hostilities broke
out between the dtth and South.
In November 1861, a group of
fifty concerned YMCA
representatives met in New Yorl
City to consider a plan of action
minister to the spiritual and
practical needs of a rapidly
expanding army. When the Civi
War erupted in 1861, thereane
only twentysix chaplains to serv

an army that would quickly swel
to 700,000 troops within a year.
Recognizing an immediate neec
for ministry among the new
recruits, twelve of the fifty
representatives present formed
United States Christian
Commission (USCC). George
Hay Stuartwas appointed
chairman of the commission anc
he established USCC headquar
in Philadelphia, PA. Stuart wou
serve as chairman throughout tt
course of the Civil War.

The stated goal of the USCC
was 'to promote the spiritual anc
temporal welfare of theoldiers in
the army and theailors in the
Navy, in ceoperation with the
Chaplains! Unpaid, with little
training, the early volunteers of |
USCC were sent into the field in
small groups with littlenore than
a railroad pass, a small, leather
bound diary, a blanket for a bed
and a haversack. (Haversacks v
canvas bags about a foot squar
worn over the shoulder by its
carrying strap and used to carry
onebs food rat
items) Those disgiched to
battlefields were sometimes
equipped with a bucket and cup
carry water, and a lantern and
candle to help find wounded
soldiers in the dark. They were
asked to serve at least six week
though many served far longer.

They called themseés
fiDelegate6 and i ncl
clergymen, merchants, lawyers,
surgeons, laymen, seminary
students and others of differing
evangelical protestant faiths
including Baptist, Presbyterian,
Methodists, Episcopalian,
Reformed Dutch and
Congregationalists, to nanaefew.
Women would also come to senr
with the USCC In 1864 they
formedan auxiliary known as the
Ladies Christian Commission
Regardless of denomination, the
labored together for a common
purpose, a lesson we could still
learn from today. It was from
these ranks that the men of the
Christian Light Artillerycame.

The early vision to simply

assist the army chaplains quick
evolved into a far greater missic
brought on by the realities of wz
yet the Christian ethos always
remained central to the
commi ssionds e
following quotes, anecdotes ani
illustrations taken from the annz
and journals of those present
speak of the selfless service,
purposes and character of the
Commission

WhenDwight L. Moody was
asked if he would joithe army
this Delegate replietiThere has
never been a time in my life wh
| felt | could take a gun and sho
down a fellow being. In this
respect | am a QuakerBut his
refusal to take up arms against
fellow man did not deter him fro
being presetnon nine different
battlefields and serving the
duration of the war. Unlike mar
of his fellow delegates whose
focus was on the immediate
temporal needs of the woundec
his paramount concern was to i
no mortally wounded soldier pa
from this life without a chance tc
receive Jesus as Lord and Saw(

At the Battle of Murfreesborc
in January 1863, he was see
while under enemy fire, moving
from one wounded soldier to
another asking
Christian?2o P
never ordained, heag to becom
the consummate evangelist. Hi
went on to preach to more than
million people during his lifetime
including thousands in Europe,
well as establishing a lay
ministerial school and Christian
publishing house still in operatic
today. Chicag 6 s Mood
Institute was named for this
USCC Delegate

Continued on page 9
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Christian Light Artillery, Part 2 (cont.)

Regiment and their brother John
was a USCC Delegate.

. A
John Calhoun Chamberlain Despite his own fragile health,

John was a seminary studentat  pelegate Walt Whitmanworked
Bangor Theological Seminary whe! i, military hospitals around

he took leave of his studies and Washington, DC, attending to the
volunteered for the USCC hoping  wounded and sick.

for a chance to visit his younger an Becoming a USCC delegate in
older brothers who were serving in - january 1863, he would serve for

the army. He did in fact join up twenty months before his own
with them and togetr they rode health began to fail.

town called Gettysburg in the between eighty ahone hundred

summer of 1863. thousand soldiers during that
John would be one of more thar period. | believe his experiences

200 men of the USCC that are best expressed in his own

ministered during and in the words and it is fitting that a few

along with other delegates are But in silence, in dreams'
crediied with saving the lives of at projections,

least one thousand wounded that While the world of gain and
would have otherwise perished for  appearanceand mirth goes on,
lack of care. The USCC continued 50 soon what is over forgotten,
their care for the wounded in field and waves wash the imprints off
hospitals set up around Gettysburg the sand,

long after the armies themselves With hinged knees returning |
had departed the bleield. An enter the doors, (while for you ug
extract from Jot there,

AThere are a thousand little Whoever you are, follow without

cannot know, nor we ourselves Bearing the bandages, watand
recall, that are none the less sponge,

important in their [wounded Straight and swift to my woundec
soldiers] issues. The grateful | go,

soldier notes them, ong/lone, and  where they lie on the ground afte
thanks God for the Christian the battle brought in,
Commission 0 . Where their priceless blood
John and both of his brothers reddens the grass the ground,
survived the bat Ortothe rows of the hospital tent

brother, Col. Joshua L. or under the roof'd hospital,
Chambeﬂaln, was awarded the To the |Ong rows of ¢e up and

Medal of Honor for his stubborn down each side | return,
defense of the Union left flank on To each and all one after anothe!l
the secondlay of battle. His | draw near, not one do | miss,
younger brother, Lt. Thomas D. An attendant follows holding a
Chamberlain, served as aregimen’  tray he carries a refuse pail,

adjutant and both were later Soon to be fill'd with clotted rags

i ‘mmo r talize d in and blood, emptied, and fill'd
Killer Angelsand the movie again.

Gettysburg.Col. Joshua L.
Chamberlain and Lt. Thomas D.
Chamberlain were officers of the
20" Maine Volunteer Infantry

I onward go, | stp,
With hinged knees and steady
hand to dress wounds,

I am firm with each, the pangs
are sharp yet unavoidable,
One turns to me his appealing
eyes-poor boy! | never knew
you,
Yet | think | could not refuse thi:
moment to die for you, if that
would save yo
Such powerful prose originated
f r oThe Wound Dresser
which Walt Whitman published
in 1865.

Just like John Chambenh,
theRev. George Duffield, Jr,

a Presbyterian minister of 20
years service, was on the
Gettysburg battlefield as a
USCC delegte.

He was directed by a local
woman to a cow stable
sheltering a large number of
Confederate wounded, most of
which were lying on bare wood
or dirt with only a few blankets
and a little straw for comfort.
To make matters worse, water
from the dug heap had backed
up into the stable soaking
clothing and what meager
bedding and straw the woundec
had to lay on.

Delegate Duffield was
moving among the wounded
distributing bread when a younc
Georgia soldier, after thanking
him for the foal, began to plead
for help to move from where he
lay. The soldier, shot through
the lungs and spine, was unabli
to move his body and was in
torment from the way he had
been laid across a rail. It was
with some difficulty that the
Rev. Duffield was finalf able
to move the soldier ta better
location.He then found some
wet straw to place under the
soldier and wrapping the soldie
with a blanket he was able to
relieve some of his pain.
Seizing his hand, the young
Confederate was about to kiss |

Continued on page 10

a have labored
and prayed for it,
[the Union]
because it would
bring brethren
together, now
unhappily divided,
to see eye to eye,
that the nations
that have so long
bowed down to
idols might learn
of Jesus and Him
cruci fi
George Hay Stuart
ChairmanUSCG
1861-1866
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When asked of
the service
rendered by the
USCC to his
army, this
general replied
AnThey ar
the wonders of
t he wor

William
Tecumseh
Sherman

Christian Light Artillery, Part 2(cont.)

in gratitude but George gently
pushed his head back and saitb
Sir. If you have any thanks to give
for so small a favor, give it to God
and not The soldiene . 0
immediately began to offerpuhis
prayer and George Dulffield,
recalling Jesus
cross forgiving His enemies, joine
in by praying for all the Confedere
wounded in the stable. Later he
recorded his thoughts regarding t|
mo me nMhy shafild not I, a poo
sinner mysd] offer similar petition
for mine [enemi
There were many popular hym
during the Civil War, and a favorit
in both the Northern and Southert
armies was entitletiStand Up!
Stand Up for Jesus! Ye Soldiers ¢
the Cross!" The words of the hym
come from a poem written in 185¢
and were inspired by the dying
words of a close friend. The dyin
friend was the Rev. Dudley Tyng,
and the man who wrote the poem
was Delegate George Duffield, Jr

.

- s

In 1864, Mr. B. F. Jacobs, the
Secretary of the Chégo Branch of
the USCC after finishing a meetin
in Milwaukee, was told that a lady
was waiting to speak with him. H
noted from her dress that she wa:
deep mourning and as he
approached her, she put out her
hands towards him and saitl
could not gaaway without thanking
you and telling you how grateful |
am" Having never met her, Mr.
Jacobs told her she must be
mistaken to which she immediate
replied:

"Oh no! I'm not mistaken; it's no
difference; any Delegate of the
Christian Commission would ltke
same." Continuing she explained:
"My only son died in the hospital
Memphis. | was too poor to go an
see my boy, after the letter came
telling me that he was sick. But a
lady Delegate of the Commission
visited him daily in the hospital,
ministeredto his wants, comforted
him in his loneliness, and above ¢
led him to Jesus. When he was di
the same lady cut off a lock of his
hair and sent it to me in a letter,
with his dying words. She was a
mother to my boy. And as long as

live, while the Chistian
Commission lasts, | want to pr
for God's blessing upon all wh
love it and work for it."

Recognizing an urgent neet
for suitable food for recovering
sick and wounded soldiersirs.
Annie Turner Wittenmyer , an
agent of the Christian
Commisgon, established the fir
ifSpeci al Di et
It was the first of over one
hundred such kitchens. The V
Department issued a special
order permitting Mrs.
Wittenmyer and'such ladies as
she may deem proper to empli
to visit army hospita "for the
purpose of superintending the
preparation of food in the
Special Diet Kitchens."The
kitchens quickly won the
approval of President Lincoln,
Secretary of War Stanton and
Surgeon General Barnes.
General Grant said of heNb
soldier on the fiing line gave
more heroic service than she
rendered.”

Delegates of the Christian
Commission conducted untold
thousands of prayer meetings
and Sabbath services in camp
chapels, Sibley tents, and
abandoned buildings, malehift
shelters, under trees, tine open
air and along roadsides.
Anywhere they could gather m
together. Observing the work
the Christian Commission duri
the America Civil War, the
English magazin@he Reader,
No. 79, Vol. IV, 1864,
commentedinparfi The (
is preached fom tent to tent,
hospital to hospital, camp to
camp, and with it the power of
God is manifested in measure
never before equaled on any
si mi | amnorfk illstratibg
of this, USCC Delegate Smith
was assigned a Baptist church
building in Chattanooga,

Tennessee, as a chapel and la
as a hospital. Smith recalled @
particular evening when an
lllinois soldier stood to his feet
speak. These were his words:
fiMy fellow soldiers, | am not
excited;| am convinceg-t h a
all. |feelthat!loughttoda
Christian, - that | ought to say
s0,- to tell you so, and to ask y
to come with me; and now, if
there is a call for sinners seeki
Christ to come forward, | for or
shall go,- not on account of
excitement, for | tell you my
heart never beat steagtiin my
life,- not to make a show, for |
have nothing but sin to show;
do not go because | want tol,
would rather keep my seatbut
going will be telling the truth; |
ought to be a Christian, | want
to be a Christian; and going
forward for grayers is just telling
the truth about it. Say comrad:
wonot you Mihow
waiting for an invitation, the
soldier walked down the aisle
and knelt at the altar for prayer
More than twenty other solders
followed and knelt down with
him. This kind of spontaneous
honest response was typical of
many USCC services.

Before the American Red
Cross (1881) there was the
United States Christian
Commission. Between 1862 a
1865 the USCC freely distribut
over $6 million in goods, food
stuffs and materials (about $1<
million in tod
the troops andieilians including
Confederate prisoners of war
held in the North. George H.
Stuart, Chairman of the USCC
wrote to Jefferson Davis
personally requesting permissi
for delegates to be stationed ir
Confederate prisons to ministe
to Union prisoners heldhere.
Denied by the authorities in
Richmond, it was ironically the
USCC that entered their city
when it fell in 1865 to distribute
food and clothing to their war
ravaged citizenry. When they
had given out all that they had,

Continued on page 11
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Christian Light Artillery, Part 2 (cont.)

they sent agents back norttr fo
additional supplies and food.

Before the Gideons (1899), the
was the United States Christian
Commission. They distributed 1.t
million Bibles and Testaments alac
with 30 million gospel tracts
provided by he American Bible
Societyand he American Tract
Societyrespectively. Three hundr
thousandf those Bibles were take
with the Union
through the lineby the USCC to
the Confederate Army and citizen
in TennesseeEven though the
USCC was composed of evangeli
Protestants it nevertheless
distributed donated Catholic Dous
Bibles to Catholic troops.

Before the USO (1941) there w
the United State Christian
Commission. The USCC distribui
seven million envelops along with
stationery, and stamps, and assis

soldiers in writing over 92,000
letters back home. Working w
publishers to buy books at hall
price, the USCC created 285
mobile lendindibraries which
were sent out to camps,
hospitals, troop depots and na
vessels. They also distributed
the Civil War version of preser
day fcare pack
churches and Sunday school
groups back home.
€. .and of
Coffee Wagon!

The United States Christian
Commission held its last officie
meeting in February 1866 by
which time approximately 5,00
delegates had served in the Ci
War. In 1868 the Rev Lemuel
Moss published’he Annals of
the Christian Commissioas a
record of their activities and as
an accounting of their funding

cour

during the war. The closing
paragraph of thAnnalsprovides
a fitting epitaph for this article:
fiwe gave the Commission the
name of the Master. We sent |
forth to speak His words and
imitate His deeds. Christ, the
Lord, has accepted and honore
it; and now, whenever mention
shall be made of the work it ha
accomplished, we desire only
that the quick, grateful, adorinc
response shall be,

SEE WHAT THE LORD HATH
WROUGHT 0

The United State€hristian Commission officially came to an end in February 1866 having fulfilled its mission during the Am

Civil War.lIts historyhoweveris being preservednd portrayedhrough the efforts of John Wegd Gettysburg, PA.. For more
information alout his ministry, the USCC museum and The Coffee Wagon, visit his welisitg/atvw.usccgettysburg.org/
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AEvery m
slaves is born a
petty tyrant. They
bring the judgment
of heaven upon a
country. As
nations cannot be
rewarded or
punisked in the
next world, they
must be in this. By
an inevitable chain
of causes and
effects, Providence
punishes national
sins, by national

cal amiiti
George Mason,
statesman during
the American
Revolution,
Virginia delegate
to the
Constitutional
Convenion,
August 22, 1787.
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AModern |
not only thrown
away Christian
theology, he has
thrown away the

possibility of what

our forefathers had
as a basis for
moral ity

I Francis Schaeffel

(19121983),
Escape from
Reason.
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Human Interest

Narcissa Whitman: missionary to the Northwest Indians

By
Doug Anderson
President
American Reclaimed
Ministries

In the early 1800s a spiritual a1
political battle was waging for
ownership of the Oregon Territory
primarily between Great Britain ai
the United States. British fur trad
saw the area as ripe for exploitinc

butit seems that God had othe
plans. He began speaking to 1
hearts of the Indians living the
of their need for Him, and He
directed them to the American
The Nez Perce, Flathead, ¢
Cayuse Indians lived in that ar
They had heard from the
American Lewis and Clark
Expedition, and later from othe
early American trappers, abou
ithe white mar
that told about the Great Spirit
who alone rules the world.
Wanting to learn more, a tribal
council of Indian chiefs met in
the spring o0fl832 and decided
send a delegation of four chief
over the Rocky Mountains eas
to find this Book of Life from
the Americans. That fall of
1832, the four Indian chiefs
arrived in St. Louis asking for,
and instructic

manodés Book of
God seemed to have directe
them to the perfect person.
Imagine the improbability that
out of the entire city of St. Loui
these Indians would connect w
William Clark whose expeditiot
had earlier told the Indians abc
the Book they now soughtClark
showed them a Bible, took the
to local churches and did his b
to tell them a
Yet communication was difficu
The Indians could not read
English, and thus could not ree
the Bible. All William Clark wa
able to give them waa very
limited idea of God and the
Christian religion. In a farewell
speech, one of the chiefs
expressed their sorrow:

i come to yo
of many moons from the



